
 

Well, after all the hoo-haw about the cruise moving from Uptown out 

to the mall, who knew what to expect on Thursday night?  Reminiscent of 

the book plot ñWho Moved My Cheeseò, by Spencer Johnson, we learned 

that the truth is, ñé..change can be a blessing or a curse, depending on the 

perspective.ò  A local newspaper reporter weighed in just before the Run for 

some unknown reason, with interviews and phone surveys, even knocking 

on membersô doors a few days before the event!  So, with the pot thoroughly 

stirred, and the meat of the matter well-marinated, the Shops at Lake Havasu 

Mall saw its first taste of hundreds of cars, thousands of spectators! 
 

In fits and starts the seemingly endless line of cars wove their way into parking places.  It became immedi-

ately apparent that a single entry point into the cruise site just wasnôt satisfactory, but itôs hard to change 

horses in the middle of the stream.  Many high-performance engine temperatures rose to new heights.  Last 

year, Mel Andersonôs Nova puked its new radiator entering the uptown venue.  This year he brought his Pro 

Street Nova instead, and it blew a radiator hose while in the cruise entry line.  

It was deja vu all over again for Mel!  It took a quick run to town for a hose, 

then back for field repairs.  He is smiling at left, but was probably steaming 

along with his car earlier in the afternoon.   
 

The cruisers were greeted as usual by a huge crowd of spectators, who some-

how found their way to the new venue despite all the hoo-haw, and many ar-

rived early.  That slowed things down some, since the early bird lookers on 

occasion  blocked the cars entry.  But with cars lining two sides of the central 

mall area, there was plenty of 

room for car-gazers to maneu-

ver and there were clear emer-

gency lanes, which, happily 

werenôt needed.   
 

A blend of old and new below 

is a ó59 Caddy from Rancho 

Cucamonga on big bling mod-

ern wheels.  John and Sandy 

Dioli own the ó55 Ford F100.  

Theyôre out of Alpine, CA.  
 

Besides the central mall area, 

there was parking adjacent to 

the front side of Dillardôs.  As 

the cars were entering that 

area, there was a sudden explo-

sion.  Whoôd of thought that 

cruisinô was a dangerous sport? 

THE TALePIPE 
 

  
October 2011   Issue 227  

34th Run to the Sun Edition  



The concerned crowd  learned that apparent gas fumes from the trunk-mounted gas tank of a ó33 Ford exploded, 

blowing the trunk hinges open and shooting out fire, but fortunately there were no injuries.  The roadster belongs 

to the Cuzzolas of Albuquerque, NM.   
 

At right is a ó25 Ford depot hack from 

Mission Viejo, an early taxi.  At lower 

left, a ó30 Ford from New River, AZ.  

Center, Stan and Kitty Riesô ó51 Chevy 

from Palmdale, CA.  The custom Buick 

is a ó49, from Pueblo, CO, and it is built 

on a ó90 Caprice frame that was length-

ened to get the correct wheelbase.  Own-

ers are Jim and Terry Smith. 

 

Run to the Sun Edition           October 2011                               Page 2  

 

Total number of entries:  782 
 

Number of new entries this year:  168 
 

Number of car clubs represented:  132 
 

Total number of car club members:  387 
 

Number of entries from outside LHC:  519 
 

Number of cars model years thru 1959:  587 
 

Number of cars model years 1960 - 1972:  195 

 

  Wow!!!!  Another successful Run thanks to all our hard 
working club members.  The Thursday night cruise at the 
mall was a great success, thanks to all the effort put forth by 
the members that were there and helped fill in doing every-
thing from soup to nuts to make it go smoothly.  A big thank 
you to all our chairpersons.  You all were fantastic in achiev-
ing to get your jobs done.  Our runs will always be successful 
when we have such great club members.  
 

      Ed Lawrence and John Homerding, Run Co -Chairmen  

As your president, I would 

like to thank everybody that 

worked at the Run.  Without 

your help it would not have 

been the success that it was.  

I hope next 

yearôs show 

is even  

bigger and 

better.  

        Gary 



If all that went before were appetizers, the Run to the Sun 
main course was on the golf 

course Friday and Saturday.  

Nearly 500 reserved signs 

waved in  the breeze Thurs-

day, but on Friday, every one 

of them, well almost every 

one of them, sported a beauti-

ful car.  The one real excep-

tion was the ó42 Olds at left. 

Naw, it couldnôt be!  How 

many Mike Bradleys live in 

LHC anyway! 
 

As long as weôre in the ques-

tion and answer mode, if 

birds of a feather flock together, what is it that ó40 

Fords do?  Though their plumage is of slightly differ-

ent hues, the pickup is perched between a pair of 

coupes, which does not nec-

essarily denote any particular 

pecking order. 
 

Just a few rat rods put in an 

appearance.  This ó29 Ford is 

owned by Kyle Kirkman out 

of Alta Loma, CA.   
 

At right, is a first year Chevy 

hardtop that cruised in from 

Tijeras, NM.  Owner Brian 

Everett is a member of the 

Beatniks Car Club, and he 

sports that name on the li-

cense plate. 
 

In our continuing search for cars of orphan marques, we turned up this 

ó47 Nash from Columbus, MT.  It would probably better be called a 

Gnash though, after you check out the monster meats on the back and 

the fire-breather under the hood.  Owner Dale Milligan can be right 

proud of this one. 
 

Hereôs the one folks lined up to see at the 

cruise and the show.  LHCs primo car 

builder, Scott Laitinen, put this ó60 Cad 

together for owner David Hoekstra of Ros-

well, NM.  This beauty won a Top Ten 

Award, a Sponsorôs Choice Award from 

the Mall, and the Presidentôs Choice 

Award from the Nautical Resort.  (The de-

tailing bucket is an option.)  Also shown is 

the Mini-Me Cad stroller that Scott built. 
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Hereôs a another homegrown 

from LHC, a ó41 Graham Holly-

wood  belonging to John and 

Bette Walgren.  The mild cus-

tom is well put together, with 

frenched Cad tail lights and a lot 

of shaving and filling.  The car 

won the OSNC Coolest Custom 

Award and the ó41 to ó48 Modi-

fied Kachina from the OTHG. 
 

This is not your grandpaôs ó49 

Chrysler Windsor.  It does, how-

ever, belong to Larry Huff of 

Lake Havasu.  The wall-to-wall 

tires on the back are a tip off to 

why the car displays so much 

attitude, even in the license plate 

ñPURE HEKò.  A look under the 

hood reveals a neatly hidden en-

gine with a blower.  But for the 

tires and exhaust, a real sleeper. 
 

A ó26 Packard Boat tail Speed-

ster rolled out of Battleground, 

WA, running to the sun.  Own-

ers John and Cheryl Luce Potts 

are the owners of this rare beast.  

The car shows meticulous atten-

tion to detail, and when it came 

time to power up, what better 

than a 600 (+ or -) h.p. V-10 Vi-

per engine? 
  

Below, a couple of radically different ideas on how to treat your big-rig.  Tim Spinks of LHC favored a street rod 

approach with enough carbs to jack up Edelbrockôs stock value.  The other semi was beautifully detailed top to 

bottom and end to end.  I was too short to get the ownerôs name; I wasnôt about to step on the running board! 
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